
Waldo Remijn, regional man-
ager Benelux at multimodal
forwarder Bellville Rodair Inter-
national (BRI), says that
capacity and rates are the two
major factors affecting the air
freight industry. Although vol-
umes have risen in the last
couple of months he noted:
“Whether this is the traditional
peak of the year-end season ...
or a true upswing in demand,
remains to be seen.

“Alongside this we have seen
the creation of artificial restric-
tions on capacity, caused by
airlines parking some of their
planes”, but with rates going up
airlines are adding capacity again – which could
push prices back down again, he observed.

Whenever the situation stabilises, Remijn is
confident in BRI’s ability to handle an upturn.
With certain functions outsourced, such as its
trucking service, the forwarder’s specialist air
freight team is able to maintain tight control
over its subcontractors while ensuring max-
imum flexibility and adaptability.

In addition: “We are able to manage our

growth because we have smaller
clients and our portfolio is
wider and better spread, rather
than dealing with just a few big
customers.”

BRI’s Amsterdam branch
saw a record 91 percent year-
on-year growth in revenue and a
118 percent improvement on its
gross profit for 2009.

Remijn said its focus on
quality of service and invest-
ment in having “the right
people on board” had helped
BRI to both retain and gain cus-
tomers, despite volumes in the
region being down 25 percent.

He also anticipates “a great
year” for the company’s Brussels office, opened
in December last year, as an extension of BRI’s
existing handling deal for non-routed freight
with Lufthansa Cargo.

Remijn concluded: “Our past has been very
good. Going forward, our aim is to maintain our
position and keep growing in a controlled
manner. There is a danger with very fast growth
of things getting out of control but we must
avoid that.”

After one year in Denmark and with 28
routes now operating from the country,
Netherlands low-cost airline transavia.com
says it is “confident” and has based an
extra aircraft at its Copenhagen hub.

Although the carrier has seen improving
results: “It is no secret that the “Danish
market is very tough these days,” said
transavia.com vice president interna-
tional sales Norbert Zoet.
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Remijn seeks to maintain
controlled growth

Maintaining adaptability
AMSTERDAM AIRPORT Schiphol has
declared itself Europe’s “front-runner” in
terms of handling e-Freight shipments. A
spokesman noted that 10 percent of all
worldwide e-Freight movements now
transit the Dutch gateway.

A COVENANT HAS been signed by Rot-
terdam airport to officially change the
name of the Dutch airport to ‘Rotterdam
The Hague airport’ at the end of 2010.

MARTINAIR, part of the Air France-KLM
group, has inaugurated twice-weekly B747
freighter services on a route connecting
Amsterdam Schiphol with Hong Kong,
flying via Moscow-Sheremetyevo Interna-
tional airport.

IN DECEMBER, Netherlands-headquar-
tered express air services provider TNT flew
a 44-metre yacht mast from Belgium’s

Liège airport to Singapore in time for final
delivery to the Sydney - Hobart Race 2010,
which started in the New South Wales city
on 26 December. The mast was split into
two sections before being carried on a
nose-loading TNT B747-400 freighter to
Singapore for onward shipment.

INTERNATIONAL transportation, freight
forwarding and supply chain management
provider Jan de Rijk Logistics has launched
a new website at www.janderijk.com. The
site features the group’s portfolio of trans-
portation and logistics services.

BRUSSELS AIRLINES has stepped up its
flights between Belgium and the UK with
an increase to three times a day in its fre-
quencies from Brussels to Bristol and
Newcastle. London Heathrow now receives
four flights a day from the carrier’s nar-
rowbody aircraft.
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Dutch carrier settles into the Danish market
�

Liège airport processed a total of 482,121
tonnes of freight during 2009, a decline of 7
percent over the 518,650 tonnes handled
during the previous year.

Considering the difficult business environ-
ment, the gateway said it was satisfied that
cargo throughput had held up relatively well
and attributed this to TNT’s recovery during
the fourth quarter of last year.

Other factors included the volumes carried
by El Al, Ethiopian Airlines and Southern Air, as

well as the arrival of ABX Air and Avient –
which transferred its main hub from Paris-Vatry
to the Belgian airport late last year (ACW, 14
September ’09, p4).

Liège said the result places it eighth among
Europe’s airports in terms of cargo traffic. In
addition, 2010 looks “encouraging”, the airport
added. The lengthening of the main runway to
3.7km and the construction of 25,000m2 of
freight halls and office space are due for comple-
tion in June this year.

Liège is satisfied with its performance
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